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some 13bn plants. As Washington prepares for a
surge of forces in Afghanistan in preparation for
the withdrawal of US combat troops, residents

of the district of Gulistan-e-Jauz in rural
Kandahar are already struggling to recover from

a destructive conflict that has resulted in the
deaths of over half of the local population.

FATA is home to the world's largest poppy crop.
Nearly 13bn plants have been forcibly uprooted
in the area over the last decade, since militants

led by the Taliban came to power. Other
agricultural produce – wheat and vegetables –

have been targeted too, destroying thousands of
acres of fertile land 3e33713323
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