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interlock system wherein the interlock system has a
redundant controller to allow rapid shutdown of power
during an emergency and to insure that an interlock
operation does not trigger or set off a power failure 2.
Description of the Prior Art Interlock systems are used
in power equipment to ensure that certain operating
conditions are not permitted while other conditions
which can be permitted. Examples of conditions which
may be controlled by interlock systems are: protected
against short circuits, capacity limits, overload
protection and cut in or cut out functions. FIG. 1
illustrates one type of previously known interlock
system. The interlock system of FIG. 1 includes a
series of switches 10A-N connected to a power source
12. Switches 10 are controlled by a central control unit
14 which 1s interconnected to the switches 10 through
a data bus 16. The control unit 14 includes any suitable
control circuitry which may be programmed or
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