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Survey,.[Evaluation of
breastfeeding-induced
leukocytosis in preterm

newborns]. The determination
of leukocytosis in breast-fed

neonates may be misleading, as
the newborn's leukocytosis may

be related to enteral feeding
rather than to breastfeeding per
se. The aim of the present study

was to evaluate whether
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leukocytosis is present in breast-
fed preterm newborns and to

determine the number of
leukocyte changes above a
specific cutoff value. We

investigated the relationship
between leukocytosis and

gestational age in 554 newborn
infants delivered before 34
weeks' gestation. Full-term

babies were used as controls.
Data of the mothers, gestational

age and birth weight were
collected from the infants'

charts. The study included 727
newborns, 39% of which were
breast-fed. The percentage of
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breast-fed preterm newborns
with leukocytosis (WBC count >

15,000/microL) was 13.8
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