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For a couple of years now, I've been meaning to get
one of those handheld video cameras that
shoots.mpg or.avi files. They are really awesome for
self-portraiture because you have the option of
looping the file. Those files are, of course, then
saved as.mpg or.avi. | have no idea why l've never
gotten around to it, because even with a small
8-megapixel camera, you can take a ton of great self-
portraits and not have to worry about a huge file
size. Unfortunately, there's no really decent Linux
utility that will convert the video files into still
Images. So | decided to write a tiny Python script
that does it for me. If you can figure out how it
works, great - if not, that's OK, too. Note: The video
files are.avi, and that's probably the one format that
will not work, but | don't think it's possible to
convert.mpg files to.avi files - it won't be able to
read them, so it just plays them anyway. And yes, |
know | could use a video editing program, but | didn't
really want to get into that. Download the script,
save it somewhere on your system (for this example,
it's called convert.py), open up a terminal window,
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and enter: Friday, January 29, 2009 As l've
mentioned in the past, | am a big fan of Linux and
always try to take advantage of what it has to offer.
I've been using the GNOME desktop environment for
a number of years now, and I've decided to jump to
KDE 4. What | thought would be a short transition
has turned out to be far more difficult than | would
have ever guessed. The first problem | ran into is
that not all of the applications I'd been using with
GNOME were KDE-compatible. | still had my
preference of Firefox to Konqueror (not sure why,
but it just seems like the more mature
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