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When the show began, there was a sense that House was
the worlds Dr. McCoy. He was ruthless and showy, a bit of
an ass, but in the end, doing what had to be done to save
lives. Over time, however, the show became a vehicle to
champion the idea that doctors, like everyone else, should
also have compassion. In order for House to reach a
diagnosis, all information must be available in a proper
format before House can begin. An example of this is the
case study. House wants to know the patient history,
diagnose the patient properly and get an accurate report
from the Socratic method to finish. Without this knowledge,
House cannot diagnose the patient properly. | love those
moments that House highlights great MDs, and Dr.
Foreman is no exception. House gives this Doctor a chance
to shine. Foreman takes the time to listen to the audience
guestion and offer his professional opinion, making sure the
audience understands why he is giving his opinion in this
particular way. This is the kind of high-stakes medical
drama the audience craves, and it's presented with a
perfect balance of humor, tension and frank talking. Of all
the critical case episodes, this one is my favorite, because
it's just so damn exciting and tense and fast-paced. The
many guest stars added to the show make it more
interesting, and the cases add to the tension. One of my
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favorite parts of the whole series is the part when House is

deciding who should move into the new west wing and who

should move out. Guest stars work like crazy, and everyone
just has to be in the right place at the right time. When |
watch this episode, | get excited and feel like I'm there.

House M.D.: Critical Cases

It was one of the failures of the naughts that some doctors
on TV seem to come from the bottom of a barrel, perhaps
because a majority of practicing physicians are soured by
the publics misunderstanding of science and its reliance on
health care myth and marketing. House is a good
representation of this trend. House can be very nice, and
very understanding, which makes it especially pitiable
when he is at his crankiest. In general, he is almost always
wrong: he is arrogant, he is ill-tempered, he is the smartest
guy in the room and his ego is so jacked up, he cant hear
reason. He looks like a sad, college dropout fat bastard
even with all the cosmetic surgery. As much as it can be
argued that House is not the best example of medicine, its
important to remember that he has a reputation among
doctors, because of his intelligence and his outstanding
work, as well as his mean disposition. That makes it easier
to dismiss his conclusions as nonsense. His world view of
medicine, however, is far from fantasy and he is often right.
But why is it that a lot of doctors think that House is true to
life, while most make excuses for this latter episodes wild
leaps of science, and the accuracy of the diagnosis often is
almost non-existent? It is certainly the case that the show is
was made for an educated, somewhat cynical audience,
and that you dont have to be a brain surgeon to appreciate
it. But it was also the case that, since the naughts, the

2/3



shows appeal to a growing number of medical professionals
who are active in scientific fields. These professionals have
found the show entertaining and useful in understanding
something about the world of medicine, but the show has
become a bit of a cottage industry for educated medical
professionals, and the show often gets too much credit for
accuracy. 5ec8ef588b
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