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237. Beyond a protective function, rights play a crucial role in the
initiation and promotion of change. Here the concept of negative
liberties, which is indispensable in the humanistic tradition, is crucial,
particularly freedom from unnecessary constraints and from forms of
coercion. This is why the protection of rights presupposes the full
development of an individual, a respect for her or his personality, and a
rejection of intolerance. Public and private life may not be separated, as
some individuals and groups seek to do today. We need a firm
constitution, firm laws, and effective political and social structures. Rights
are what make us what we are. new concept english book 3 download
207. Today, except for a few States, the concept of citizen is applied only
to adults. Children are not counted or their rights are not protected. In
many countries, the rights of minors have been enhanced, but issues like
cultural and religious education are still dealt with in an individualistic
manner. The rights of the unborn, which are enshrined in international
conventions, still need to be negotiated in national legislation.
Governments have been slow to ratify the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, which is now three decades old. Regarding the rights of
refugee children, it appears that many governments lack basic
information about them or it is assumed that they have no rights. For this
reason, conditions of children deprived of their liberty, children in armed
conflicts, and homeless children are precarious. new concept english
book 3 download 202. The individual is confronted with an overload of
messages, practices and products. This leads to multiple and sometimes
conflicting pressures. Helping to find the best way to balance these
pressures is not always easy for citizens, who are often confused and
besieged by conflicting desires, interests and needs. They therefore ask
for clear and simple advice. That is why public policies should be linked
to a clear system of values and a clear vision of the desired future.
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